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THE BILLOP MYSTERY,

—————

BY JULIAN HAWTHORS Y,
(Lapyrishey 1893)
VATV 1L,

Fow howes wera boitor adaptad for
the necommodation of shosts than the
old Billop howasteald.  The two mighty
troos cast nshadow over I evon as noans
day; and e cavernous cellar and D
dntinn garret seomod fleal stamping
vrowiila for spevtres, Wi uceliviey un
which the boose stoad—tho gite il
bean ¢hosen withian eyo of defonsililiny
in Tudian thmgs—alopad gontly down in
front Lot full away quite abriaptly Lo
hind aoid at the -l“--- U tho right
alde, alimast buneath tha roots of the
butternut trae, a small putoral eave en-
terod the rocky woil; i bl besn ariis
felnlly enlurgot g0 w to shelter tho
fwrm wngons and tools whon tha barn
wasovorlull of pradues, Tiie barnataod
furthor down  the  salope, near the
mandow, wiid was itsell a dalightinlly
mystorions snd seary plavo; both the
cave and tha buren Jund beon lighly
prigad by gonerationd of Billop ehildron,
s well av by their moshiors when, in
rainy wouathor, ‘they waptal to nave
soing peavs In the hoose— “Alay wa
play in the barn, or the o, matior "
wan qraquass aelidom rolivend,  Samo-
timey, no deabty the ebildron played
ghoste, thl they wore roally o expire
wath dedizlitiol craops and horrors, apd
thae contirmad aimeng thuwanlves th
wainl legouds which camo dowa [rom
goneration o ganerilion.

Whiwa Lom Linton, aged aleven, took
up bis abiode at the housn, Nellie Breat
wnamora baby, just ablo to walk wnd
altior n fow Orphic words; #n lis bl 1o
da the moss of hie plaving by blmaelf,
Bt fie was a bov of unueusl redanreey
andranineg nad ag his tonanev of tho
pramiaes was uafortunately, beief, and
Iiis Late grieyvons, wa thiat make b s
distipet pa possibla while e lasts, e
Iad the eanrgy anid witality of n whola
sehionl At noon recess, anid was as sansa.
tunal and iodamitable ta bis manifostas
tiotne ne wers Hobin Hood aad Wismorrey
mion i Bherwood forest. Lo noither
femred shosts nor ballwvad in shew; b
Il naisos amd surorises wera mors ters
riblg than n battalion of o distneae-
nate, tlo was on the jump from mora-
e vl night, srms, logw loogs auld
Uralngin (nll funetion; e was tha elay.
nreat puoil in the- sehool, though of
Hane of tuem ded the master have Lo
linpo of ovalving a sobier awl nastal gl
zen, o wan inevitably the center of
all mischiof as thoe hub ia the center of
i wheel; nml thangh noboady eonld

help liking the voung rascal, o wis so)

good-tomperad, amusaing, wod (50 L sav)
contagions, yat nll shook theie honds
over him, and opined that hils fature
looked ominains,  Nanev onlv; who snf.
fored most frowm hisoutrageonan not
lovad Liim  with st heart,
botaith an hie final triataph over
all avil; sheeontizued to beliava inlum,
in the teoth of all wyidence, whon iy
wialartusie gams woen b and, whan,
nt liat, the poor lictle drownmd body was
pickwid ous of tho rivor, whe thaoked the
Lard, on her koees, thrapeh lier woby,
that shie had pever birbored an an.
charitabie thousht towards him, Tais
is how it came aboit:

Thors wias one persan in the parish
with whom Towm \\ 48 At Opon war—
Lawyer Corvin, averslon from
him, instinetive at it was contizmwl
bv what b heard nnd creditad ns to nifs
ehady conduct towards his doveased
unele, Tom sxpected, in dua ssason,
to become the master of Dillopa; and
than rrn weant to thke it out ol Lawyer
Carvin!  Meanwhlle, Corvin had a son,
Patnr, sbait Tow's size; Pater wade a
bullv; he wae once incaittions sooigh
to pec tnto a fusw with Tom, and the
lattor thirashoed him with soch jov and
thoraneiinees (e much an Lho lawyer's
avcouns @s on Poter's) shat Peter evasod
from that day to ba a bully, and becamy
L saeak,

Uite day n lot of the boys, Tom snd
Yetaramony uy, Wentin bathing at
tho fork 10 Fen Drovk. Pater took eced
slun to remark that Tow wasa puu:mr
aonvhow, amd that his | Poter's) (ather
could anil Wim and his ohl annt out to-
morrow i ha chose, The moment he
eiioctad for saving this was whoeo ls
was standiog dreased on the baok, and
Lom was awinming naked in the mii.
dle of the strsun, Tom, ne he made
his way with ull possiblo aposd towards
whiore, was hoard to retort that Lawyer
Caryin's money was not his own, and
that ofie 0f thaso dave Lo wonld wake
up and Gl that bo was & paupor him.
sall. As Yot npproached the lnnding,
with abivious desizne on Petot’s person,
the latior took to Hight; Tom ursnnd
him s ftar as i own undrapni plignt
mnido ¢ rons, Al then ‘came Lack
with g expresion signiticant of ven-
geance Lo ¢ Anparently. bowavar,
lin soom toreat wiand the matter, anil
parbed from hle cunpanions with Lis
wontod paod-hiuiior,

But nexs morging nrdmor ran that
Lawvor Corvin's noisn had hein woters
od and robbed during the night; the
hoya disen it outaido the school
hiotive, ancd I when Lae catie up,
conlirmal it, and iyked
wiietlior nayt! af tha
mYIy ant look
cummed somstiiioe wonld
befare loug, Tha mastaer
1 toak thoir soaty, buy it

Tom wia abieni, not,

or,

L Wil

unfortunately, o tare acearranes. b
ar logked more sugieions thaw avar,
ot nt o nwan, They

it tha almeshndowel
Wile ware oo aps
Gan ol thomy s
rvad, wan his latline, A Doy
walked haside Himy 1t wae Towd, And
nuu wan thas man with Lis hano rosting
0 whe showldee ! Whv, it was Jahin
y canatuble!  Awd thera
Nanoy D , daliowioe adong bas
Wind,, with tears atroamive down lier
phiin eliocka, What dld it all mnan?

It meaant, nins, that Tom liad bean wee
rastil for Lho eobliery, l||| e Lv,uuln
Daid by found o the lodge o the ek
windew, whieh hal boen foreed, Ths
Coraat which lis hwd made tho day b
fure wan rometnbared, toall thin il
mre walld have wele i
nob i avorwlinbining
eorio to Hehivin Faiis
Toan Ahan w wad of banke
Lawyor Uniryli provad hin
otk ol Bl Dk tho taoeming previoie g

aa well pa soveridl 1l mgnid ping,
Hlcowion Lile properiy.  Whint could b
ap il taoen tmatitany as L ?

Pl oy puie a babil fade an Ly mal-
e homd bbbtk thaes b ladd Do ot a

Rn.:rmal to
coitutey roal,
yoniloe?

oo et ol bl niehe, bt hio wabil o
o) Vv Do beanson for wandih g i
Haeatil ot explain abonk Wy kille,
nxiopti it o bl dsh L w00

1} L tliw toreibdo aontetite of

AL
waly, hin \'t'h"ln-mll'r peodssul
wodliing ahonb (b bk lin was
'|'I (L} -Ilm Toay Do Dvwsie Dovern Ripar Doavs
ver Carvia's, Tt moy et i tiaae dalone,

and bt oway arvbdent sk Wi many
frimnide worn lippoittels  Ae Lo
Toakod ronmek thn it f Vo whie
P firaliiiary oy wae i,
thiste Weif o ob ¥ T o
with eneoateoniont mpd falth, Yid
P wal baaitonnad waphl fnot s fale
fermid dnas Lof o supined of soillsie ki g
tloat tasehmd T onrn Lis oo witddly
wor gt g Natite,

T |.”‘-..--} by, oot ie Fapt,
Lo \ 'y v W nigel

wn bonbe rlelit thero awind ~|h.|l' vk il |
{1 thoy wotdd yait do proisn UHgo e,

—t———

and .\'a|1|u with, mae! \u'l Wwas alwavi

the bast bay b the warld amd P Ly

uvra my Hla for you, | wll auonur than

Lok i wrulu you—1 dow's caro who
hany nral!

su the old fire fn the Nillop Lleoad
flashod out pizain, even in gontle Nanoy,
tam, remamboring how tar from
slilorate hio bad 100 often Lusn to this
haloved woman whoso laved him, coulid
o longor koep the tears from raining
dowi bis atubborn brown phis; aml
with n sutldannass that disconcarield
Mr, ligeine—who, howaver, sonrotly
wighe ! tho boy had spread a pale of
wings and tlown out of hnrm's way altor
gotlwr i Jumpwdovertio biglebackel
buneh that stood betweon him and hor,
and throw his ars pround bor eowms
fortable  whonlders, wol poslisd his
chieek ogalnst hors, and ;.ul.]:ul out,
don't vou ery, Mawmmy; they ean't huret
wag=insida—=toe Ldtdn's da ity md goin'
to pria'n "4 nothin', o von know you'ra
all rlighy, You'll wes il 1 don't make
somobady awont for thin yor! [ love
vou, you dear, andl winh 'd alwaya
Uonn what you wantol me!"

Whid, ns the vewspanars would snv,
croated o visiblo Impression fay o
to thin prisouer,  Mre, Qarvin, after o
paide, nhaorved that vobody woulil bs
worg plegsed thaw bimsall (0 Tom Line
ton suesesdad in watablinshiog iy luno:
cenvo; nt the wamo wme, autil th lacty
bnfore them wore ealisfatorily ex.
pladnod, Justicn toall purtivs roguired
II\,ltl.ho privoner bo Lept in onstody,
11 liad no donbt Mre Hipging woulid
maka him vory comlortitle, st
stoaling war stosling nuwil the law was
Ponnd to take aotion wecording to tho
avidence broonght before it

Thon sald tho unlucky Tom, with a
Ml da hte ovor "I yone waw to tell
Low you got your moiey, may ba you'
(I} :I‘.Iﬂln;; to goal Tor stealing 'stend ol
e "

Loat sattlod the qneation of hail; the
timaiateato aakd e thonghs i waull L
Lnt to lot Me. Hizeing rotiin chargs of
tho prisonar for tho prosent.  In faus,
ovarybody exeopt Tom was maro or Totn
alrabil of Lawyor Corving andd roally, 1t
was dilbenlt to o hdw Tow could le
otherwise than guilly,

Accorditely, 1ho worthy constable
conveyodl Lom to the villusa locs-up,
which wasa roowm Inthe distiaod wator-
mill belaw the falle,  Fonbrook was a
law-abiding community, and the lock.up
was empty threa *hundred and fifty
dava in the year; but this nizht it hap.
poned to eontain another bow, 1 young
tramp, who had heen eauzht a while
batore in womebody's heu-house, and
who was waiting transferanco to the
lionse of correction in the neighboring
towin,

1t was an errar of judgmaont on ‘\lr.
Thizgin'a pact to put tho two bo
gathar. Une Loy In elippery muucl:.
bt thera iv-no placa that two hoys,
workive tagathier, eannot got out of. It
may by that Me, Hliczine thouzht of
this, buat choso not tu aet upun the
kuowledge

itet, as peapls alterwarda salil, if Lo
maunt to u Fom n ¢hauce, he only
suceeadod in txing bis doow.

‘g next moraing, whan tho con-
ptabia opanod tho door to eivo bia pris-
aners Ltheic breakfast, be fouad a hole
i thi rool haridly big enough for a eat
to cat throatuch, W@ o bove

Lho tvamp, whom nobody was con-
eornel about, woemu Lo have got elear
off; why could la  not haya been
drowned instead of Tom? Iuis to be
{oared that Naney, in the angznish of
lier heart, asked the Lord of Heaven
and aarth that question,

The body, almoet narecognizable save
by tho clothes, was fouud ten days
later. The boy had trind Lo swim tho
river, probably intending to wet down
tno the sea-coast, and parbaps ship as a
eabinboy i eomo ontward:bound ves.
wol. 1t was thia apriong of the year, and
w late Hood had swollan the stream and
carried away the bridge. Tom was a
stont awimmer; but a Hloating tron may
haye oversholmod Lim; at any rate hy

‘wns gony,

V'l wisolo village torned out for the
funural, They felt, somebiow, roiponsi-
tila fog poor Vam'’s death, Lawyuer Cor-
vin way thero, too, looking properly
downcast. Hat when, nt the grave,
Nancy vl hep tanr-stained faco anl
fixod her oyos, which always woers wo
Kindly, upon him, he turoed pale and
got behind the others, aod sliopol
away, lle could not meat that logk;
and yot, what nald he done that anyone
in his placo could have helpsd doing?

Nancy and litthn Nellin lived alono 1
thnold honse, and things want 11l with
them,  Dut ot last, whan Noliie was
abont olaven yoears old, a myaterious
event happenod,

RE CONTINUED )
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Spprepkniad v the one thing magh
diittenlt ¢ s bncaleato and alwave hard to
practive, sapecinliv whon tharenro good
thinzs o end within reach. there
{u o wellodeninl necespary (0 von take
Simmons Liver Reauiator, 1t promotas

dignstion, nrave dysn , and i
lane after a hearty el ol dolicacies
will provent uny divcomiort, It's the

lit todily,

Fora quartor of & contury Dr, King's

Now Discovory huas been teated, nnid tho
|u:|l|ul|-| whao huve received henetit from
it tan toatdfy o dte wonderlal curative
powars in wll disewses of Throat, Chest
and Longe. A remody that has soodl
tho toss so long and that has given v
misversal  sativfaciion. i ng experi-
tuant,  Faeli bottlo s positiveiy eiurs
antond to give rolief, or the money will
Lo rofinaded, Tt dw aduitted 1o b Lhe
wost rodiabla for Conglin and  Colils,
Sl botdes freo at 1 Uiy
A ko, Largasize Sue, sl SO0 G

o -

Dr, Milos' Pabo P stop Hendache
] DA )
srostant and Bowel Complaints ara
bost ralioverl by tho tiuely use ol Da
Witts Colle atnd Choleea Cuee,  Triviat
att having thos preparation,  Donl taue
any ottinr,  bogan Deae Ga, Whenl
W, Va, b F Penbady, Bonwood, nul
Lowio & Co, Brides puri, O, b
———
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